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Thach Nam Phuong: Biéu tuong Neak...

BIEU TUQONG NEAK TRONG
CAC NGOI CHUA KHMER O NAM BO

THS. THACH NAM DHUONG

TOM TAT
Neak mang tinh da nghia, trong bdi viét nay dé chi vé ran than véi mét gid tri biéu tuong cao. C6 khi né
dbéng nhdt véi réng, hodc rdan than Naga nhung déu cé uy luc dac biét. Trong tén gido, tin nguéng, Neak mang
quyeén luc téi thuong, biéu tugng ctia stiic manh va tru (thiéng), ctia su'trudng tén va hanh phc. Bé tai Neak gdn
nhiéu véi chiia Khmer Nam B6, né di ciing lich st va phdn nao phan dnh tdm hén cia nguoi dén.

Tu khéa: biéu tugng; Neak; rdn than; vat té.

ABSTRACT
Neak has multi-meanings, and mentions this snake god with highly symbolic value. Sometimes it is seen as
dragon or Naga snake, but all have special power. In religion and belief, Neak has mighty power, the symbol of
universe power, longevity and happiness. Neak topic mostly attaches to Southern Khmer people, and it goes

along with history, reflect the mentality of the people.

Key words: symbol; Neak; snake god; totem.

tuong dugc goi la Neak (cé cach ky am, phat
am) tuong déi gidng nhau, nhung nghia tir thi
khac nhau hoan toan:

- Neak: La tir dung dé chi con vat giéng véi ran
dugc trang tri rat nhiéu & cac ngoi chua cia nguoi
Khmer, dugc ngudi Khmer goi la rong hay Naga;

- Neak (-ta) Dung dé chi mét nhan vat siéu nhién
(Neak-ta phum/sroc = Than trong gilr phum/sroc,
Neak-ta tlic = than cai quan dudi nudc (thay té,
thiy than, thay tinh), Neak-ta phnum = than cai
quan trén ving nui (than nui, son tinh);

- Neak: La tir dung dé goi chi dau;

- Neak: La tir dung dé dém sé lugng ngudi (mudi
Neak = 1 ngudi, pia Neak = 2 ngudi, bay Neak = 3
ngudai...);

- Neak: Cling la tir dung dé chi mot ngudi
(khéng thé dém) duac kinh trong;

Neak/rong/Naga (& tang nghia thi nhat), mot
biéu tugng van hda tiéu biéu ctia ngudi Khmer la
doi tugng nghién ctru ma toi trinh bay sau day.

Dai véi nguai Khmer, Neak la cach chung nhat
dé goi mot con vat mang tinh biéu tugng van
héa hinh dang nhu con ran hé mang. Con vat nay
dugc tao hinh tir mot dén chin dau va dugc trang
tri khdp nai & cac thiét ché van hda, tin ngudng
cUa ngudi Khmer.

Bi€u tugng nay c6 nguén goc tir cac truyén
thuyét dan gian ctia ngudi Khmer? TUr tin ngudéng
ban dia hay du nhap? Tu ton gido? Doi khi ta thay

Trong ngdn ngl clia ngudi Khmer ¢ 05 déi

biéu tugng Neak con thé hién tam thuc clia ngudi
Khmer d6i véi vat t6 (to-tem) clia minh qua cac
truyén thuyét, phai chang biéu tugng nay la budc
phat trién cao hon, la mét trong nhiing bién thé vé
danh xung va hinh tugng cda tuc thd ran da cé ti
lau doi & Dong Nam A?

Ngudi Khmer goi n6 la Neak, nhung cé ngudi
goi hinh tugng nay la ran, than ran. Cling ¢ nha
nghién ctu goi dé la rong, than ran rong. Mot s6
nha khoa hoc d6i khi lai goi d6 la Naga, ran than
Naga... thuc su biéu tugng nay la gi? Dinh danh,
dinh tinh, dinh hinh né rasao?... la viéc rat can mot
nghién clu chuyén sau phan tich moét cach hé
théng va xac dinh ré rang, cu thé.

1.Pinh danh

Neak la cach goi théng dung cta ngusi Khmer
déi véi biéu tugng mang hinh dang nhu mét con
ran |6n dugc trang tri khap nai & cac thiét ché van
hda, ton gido tin ngudng clia ho. T Neak cé nguén
goc tu tiéng San-sa-krit va tiéng Pali déu la Neak-
Ka, sau nay dugc Khmer héa thanh ti Neak (bo bét
mot phu am - khi néi). Nhung vai gidi chiém tinh
hoc cia ngudi Khmer thi ho goi day la Ron. Ron la
mot con vat (nhu con gidp clia ngudi Kinh, nguoi
Hoa) duing dé tinh ndm tudi tuong duong véi ndm
tudi Thin clia ngudi Viét.

Theo nhiéu tri thitc dan gian Khmer cho biét, tir
Neak hay Neak Ka dugc gidi hoc gid phuong Tay goi
la Naga. Ban dau né la tir cia chiing loai Nam dao,
trong tiéng Malay - Naga c6 nghia la rong, trong



56 3 (52) - 2015 - Di s4n vén héa vat thé

tiéng Indo - Naga cling dé chi rong hoac mét loai
ran I6n va ngay ca tiéng Nhat - Naga c6 nghia la
rong (long).

Theo Tu dién Biéu tuong vin héa thé gidi: Vua -
Rong la mét vi vua ctia cac Naga. Nhung né ciing la
Long - Ma cla vua Phuc Hy (thudc duang), “dong
nhat véi ngua, véi su ti”. Do do, rong & phuong
Doéng, ngoai hinh dang nhu mét con ran thi c6
thém b6 16ng ¢ nhu mét bdm clia su tdr, ngua. Vi
mot s6 nudc phuang Tay, thi hinh tugng rong lai
dugc két hgp véi déi canh cla loai chim nao do...

Trong muc ti Ran, T dién biéu tugng vdin héa
thé gidi cho biét: Con ran “biéu trung cho su phat
trién”, “a ké nang va dam bao su 6n dinh cla thé
giGi” va khang dinh: “Déi khi nhimng ké cong thé
gidi la nhiing con voi, bo duc, rua, ca sau.., nhung
day chi la vat thay thé hay b6 sung cé hinh dang
hoang da cho ran, trong chiic ndng dau tién clia no.
Cho nén tur tiéng Phan Naga (=Naga) vifa c6 nghia
la voi vita c6 nghia la ran”.

Theo Tirdién Tén gido thé gidi gidn yéu thi Naga
la mot ti tiéng Phan (San-sa-krit) c6 dén bén
nghia khac nhau, nhung trong d6 c6 hai nghia can
duoc quan tam: “1. Theo than thoai An D¢, Naga
vUra la con ran viia la con voi, nhitng (nhat 13) con
ran than thoai. Déi khi Naga la sinh vat nlta ngugi
nla ran (..) 2. Trong Phat gido, Naga la nhan vat
nlfra ngudi, nlia than thanh. Mahanaga (Pai Xa) la
tén cla dic Phat va tat ca nhing ai da vuot xa su
tai sinh. Trong Phat gido Tay Tang, Naga la cac
thdy than bao vé cac kinh Phat cho dén khi con
ngudi san sang ti€p nhan ching (...)".

Naga (theo cach thé hién ctia Turdién biéu tuong
vdn hoa thé gici - TNP) la con ran bay dau, ma hinh
tuong ta thdy dugc thé hién nhiéu nhat & dén
Angkor Thom (Campuchia). B6i v6i ngudi Khmer,
Naga la biéu tugng cla cau vong, dugc xem nhu
mot chiéc cau than diéu ctia 16i vao xu s& clia cac
than linh. Trong dén tha nay, néi tiéng nhat 6 Déng
Nam A, ta thdy & cra Nam may vi than ndm chit lay
mot dau con Naga, nd cudn minh maét cach tugng
trung xung quanh nti Meru (nui thiéng, hay & An
D6 ma ngoi dén nay dugc coi nhu mét biéu trung),
dudino & phia bén kia, & clfa Bac lai bi may quy tim
ldy, than va quy luan phién nhau kéo con ran vé
phia minh va c6 thé lam xoay vong hon nui & gitra,
danh nudc bién 3y thic an than. Cac vua chua
Khmer luén dugc vi véi than Vishnu danh kem
khudy bién stra lam ndy sinh Amrita, hay la su sung
man. Nhiing ddng tac co xat cla con ran quan

quanh ngon nui thiéng do ma sat ma tiét ra su
phén thinh. Tin nguéng Khmer rat dé cao biéu
tuong danh kem bién sifa, tir ddy ma xudt hién cac
Apsara va thé gidi cla cac hién tugng.

Va lai, Naga, cling nhu ran Python, la biéu tuong
clia cai mém nudt vao roi lai khac ra mat troi hodc
con ngudi, & hai dau chan troi, va, nhu vay, né la
mot biéu tugng mang tinh thu phép clia su chét di
va song lai. Trong cac truyén thuyét vira dugc nhac
dén ta luu y dén truc Bac - Nam va Naga thudng c6
bay dau, day la mot biéu tugng téng thé con ngudi.
N6 hay duoc khéc hinh & An D9, & chan nhing cau
thang chinh dan lén cac thap tha (Stdpa), diéu nay
lam cho né gan gui véi hinh anh mém ca sau dugc
tac & chan cau thang cac kim tu thap clia ngudi
Maya & Trung My.

Theo Luong Ninh: “Angko: Nagara: Nu6c, Quoc
gia”, nhu vay Angko = Nagara = Nudc (Quéc gia)?
NéEu truy vé ti nguyén cda ti Nudc (= Qudc gia,
theo cach ky am cua hé thong chir quéc nglr Viét
Nam) thi Quéc gia = dat nudc = (viéc dinh vi) viing
dat + vling nudc. Nhu vay Naga con c6 nghia la
Nudc, véi nghia goc la vat thé nudc. Theo d6, khi
ngudi Khmer dén quéc doé (Nagarapura) cia Phu
Nam va ho goi nai day la Angkor Borei (day la cach
goi khac cua Nagarapura, theo am clia ngudi
Khmer). O day, ta thay ré Naga c6 lién quan mat
thiét dén nudc.

Nhiing nam gan day, trong nhiéu bai viét, mot s6
tac gia déu cho rang: Rong/Neak chinh la ran Naga
hay la rén than Naga, nhung rat tiéc cum tirran Naga
hay ran than Naga lai chua dugc quan tam lam ro vé
nguon géc, y nghia clia nd. V& mat nglt nghia, doi
vé6i ngudi Khmer Nam Bo, ran dugc goi la Pos, day la
maot con vat ¢6 that, nd hién hitu cu thé trong doi
s6ng clia ngudi Khmer Nam B, va Naga la rong. Tuc
la ngudi Khmer Nam B6 ¢6 su phan biét mét cach ro
rang gitfa Ran va Rong. Nhu vy cach noi: Ran Naga
hay ran than Naga c6 nghia la rdn rong hay than ran
rong? Day la mot cach néi téi nghia.

Trong nhiéu tai liéu cGa hoc gia trong nudc va
trén thé gigi van thudng déng nhat gilra Naga
(Naga ctia An Do), Neak (hay Niek ctia ngusi Khmer
Nam B, ngudi Campuchia), Nak (ctia nguai Thai
Lan)... la ran. Nhung day la mot con ran 16n dén
khac thudng, c6 uy luc manh mé, chi ph6i manh
dén doi song van hoa cla xa hoi, ciia dan toc chira
dung no. Trong khuén kho bai viét nay, ching toi
¢6 trich dan mot s6 tai liéu clia cac tac gia trong va
ngoai nudc, nhu: Chu Pat Quan, Tran Minh Hudng,
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Hda Sa Ny, Phan Anh TU... d6i khi c6 mot s6 tai liéu
dugc cac tac gia dinh danh biéu tugng nay la ran,
rén than, Nak... thi 6 d6 dugc ching toi hiéu 1a Neak.
B&i, v6i ngusi Khmer thi con ran va
Neak/Rong/Naga la hai con vét ca ban khac nhau.

Nhu vay, Neak (= Naga) la con vat tuong tu nhu
con réng clia ngudi Viét, ngudi Hoa déu la bién thé
vé mat tao hinh clia con ran I6n, c6 uy luc dac biét,
dé la con vat lai gilra con ran véi mot s6 con vat
khac trong qua trinh nhan thic thé gidi clia con
nguai. Tran Minh Hudng cho biét, trong van hda
clia nguai Pakistan, néu ¢ con ran nao 100 nam
khong gdp dugc con ngudi thi con ran do sé thanh
ran chuda, 200 nam khong gdp con ngudi thi sé
thanh réng, 300 nam khong gap ngudi thi sé bién
thanh nang tién nt.

Thiét nghi, dé€ théng nhét, dé nghi dugc dinh
danh linh vat nay la Neak nhu dong bao Khmer van
thudng goi. Hodc c6 thé goi Naga theo cach phién
am La-tinh da dugc st dung rong rai. Hay cling cé
thé goi la rong, nhung c6 su phan biét véi con rong
clia ngudi Viét, Hoa, rong clia phuang Tay va cac
dan téc khac.

2. Dinh tinh

Tim hiéu biéu tugng Neak trong ton gido, tin
ngudng, nghi & va huyén thoai ctia ngudi Khmer
Nam B0, chiing ta thay r6 |p van hoa tin nguéng
Ba-la-mén van con ton luu ré nét. Ba-la-mon la mot
t6n gido so khai, dugc ngusi An Do (ké ca 6 xua va
ngay nay) va cac dan tdc chiu sy dnh hudng cua
qua trinh An Do hoa & Pong Nam A tiép thu mot
cach kha tron ven. V&i nguai Khmer, hau hét ho
biét dén tén gido nay nhung chi biét tén goi la nhu
vay chirkhong biét dugc nhiéu hon, khéng hiéu rd
vé hé théng ly thuyét cling nhu t6 chuic cla tén
giao, tin ngudéng nay. Nhung ho ciing cho rang, Ba-
la-mon tuy khong con ton tai chinh thic nhu moét
ton gido, nhung hau hét cac 1é tiét, quan niém, tam
thé (ing x... trong van hoa phi vat thé cla ngudi
Khmer déu mang trong minh déng dép cta I6p tin
nguéng nay kha rd, trong doé c6 ca biéu tuong
Neak déu la dau vét con lai cta loai hinh tén gido,
tin ngudng nay.

VGi mot s6 y kién khac, thi Neak dugc hinh
thanh tir nhimng hat bui clia vi try, trudng ton mai
mai va chi song & cdi tién, lubn dem lai ngudn séng
hanh phuc cho con ngudi, che ché con nguai khoi
bi ngap ung trong bién nudc khi bi ld lut. D6 con la
biéu tugng clia quyén nang, stic manh thiéng vinh
clu cta va tru.

Thach Nam Phuong: Biéu tuong Neak...

Cing c6 y kién cho rang: Neak la mot biéu
tugng ddc biét, véiy nghia clia n6 la moi su vat hién
tugng trong v try sau khi da bi hay diét chi con lai
minh no trudng ton, nd tugng trung cho su chién
thang va hanh phuc. Neak tuong trung cho cac vi
than t6i thugng clia minh (Si-va, Brahma va Visnu).
Neak con dugc dung dé biéu trung cho bay tinh td
trong thai duong hé va stic manh cla thién nhién
cling nhu stic manh clia cac thé luc siéu nhién.

Trong tin ngudng to-tem, Neak con dugc xem
la t6 tién cda tdc Khmer qua truyén thuyét vé su
ph6i ngau gilia Preak Thén, con trai than mat troi
va nang Neak, con gai vua ran (Neak Kret).

Trong Phat gido thi Neak dugc chi vé cac vi Phat
thoi qua khu va cac nha tu hanh khac dat thanh
chanh qua. Neak con la con vat bao vé dao phéap
(hé phap) vi n6 da cuén minh thanh bé ngéi va
duing dau lam thanh “chiéc 6” che cho duc Phat khi
Ngai toa thién, n6 dai dién cho Tam bao, cho nam
vi Phat trong thé gian, cho ngi gidi clia dic Phat
ma nhirng ngudi c¢6 duc tin hoc tap lam theo...

Ngud&i Khmer Nam Bo mac nhién chon biéu
tugng Neak lam “vat mau” dé noi lén chi thé cla
vung dia - van hoéa. O ving dia - van héa Nam B9,
ndi con ngudi cung vaéi thién nhién hoa quyén,
chung s6ng. Con ngudi mong muén séng chung
véi thién thién, khai thac thién nhién, tham chi
muén chiém doat n6. Nhung ho cling canh béo
rang, néu khai thac khong phu hgp quy luat thi
ho sé nhan |ay su phan khang cla thién nhién va
con ngudi phai trd gid hanh vi cia minh. M6t
théng diép khac tir van hoc déan gian cho biét vi
sao ngudi Khmer Nam B6 luon tin tudng vao duc
Phat, xem Phat gido la dan téc gido ciia minh, ho
lubn hudng tdm vé véGi ngdi chlia trong moi hoat
dong trong doi song van hda, xa hoi. D6 la su
trong sach vé tdm hon sé khién con ngudi an lanh
trong ddi song.

Trong ddi s6ng van hoa xa hoi ctia ngudi Khmer
Nam B0 c6 rat nhiéu nghi thic |€ hoi, tro chai dugc
bat nguon ti biéu tugng Neak. D6 1a két qua ma
biéu tugng Neak thuc hién cac chiic nang vén ¢
clia minh.

3.Dinh hinh

Nghé thuat tao hinh la mét thanh t6 vo cling
quan trong trong van héa ctia ngudi Khmer Nam
Bo. G cac co s3t6n gido, tin ngudng clia minh, nghé
thuat tao hinh ti tranh vé, diéu khac, tac tuong...
déu duoc nghé nhan ngudi Khmer Nam Bo thé hién
trau chudt ky luéng. Nhan thic dugc gia tri cla
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nghé thudt tao hinh, ngudi Khmer Nam B da dé ca
tam hon, trai tim minh, dan toc tinh clia minh vao
ting nét vé, cho nén trong tiing buc bich hoa, tiing
ngdi kién truc, viéc thé hién mau sic, hoa van déu
toat 1én “ban sac”riéng c6 clia ngudi Khmer, khong
thé 1an 16n vdi bat ky mot dan toc nao khac.

V6i nguGi Khmer Nam B, ho phan biét rach roi
gilta con ran va Neak/rong. Con ran thugng dugc
cac nghé nhan tao hinh can d6i, néu cé mang (nhu
ran hd mang) thi phan mang dugc tao hinh bat dau
tur dudi phan dau clia con ran; Neak thi dugc tao
hinh c6 minh nhu loai ran, than hinh map, c6 vdy
I6n, néu c6 mang thi phan mang dugc tao hinh bao
trim ca phan dau clia Neak, néu Neak cé nhiéu dau
thi phan mang nay la phan lién két cac dau do lai
vdi nhau.

Déi véi ngudi Khmer, Neak dugc xem nhu la
mot linh vat, do d6 biéu tugng Neak dugc ngudi
Khmer st dung phé bién trong nghé thuat kién
trac, diéu khac. Qua khao sat mét s6 chla va cac
ki€n tric thanh phan trong pham vi da gidi han,
ching téi nhan thdy, ngudi Khmer Nam Bo
thudng st dung cdac loai hinh tranh truyén, hoa
vén trang tri va nghé thuat diéu khac dé thé hién
biéu tugng Neak.

Cac nghé nhan dung cac loai hinh d6 dé thé
hién Neak bang nhiéu motif khac nhau trén chat
liéu da, g6, xi mang... dé dat dugc hiéu qua my
thuat ing dung nhat dinh.

Nhung dau cho nghé nhan cé dung loai hinh
nao, motif nao, chat liéu nao dé thé hién thi van
dam bao dugc vi tri trang trong nhét dinh vén ¢
cla né. Néi chung biéu tugng nay chi dugc dung
trang tri & nhiing thiét ché van hoa, tén gido, tin
ngudng clia ngudi Khmer. Viéc tao hinh Neak 6 cac
cong trinh kién trac nha & rat it khi dugc st dung,
néu co thi chi dugc trang tri & ban tho Teuvoda
trudc nha.

Cu thé, biéu tuong Neak thudng dugc trang tri
tao hinh mot cach hoanh trang noi dau cau thang,
hanh lang, trén cac c6t, kéo cla chla, gilta hé sen,
trén cac buc phu diéu hay bén canh tugng Phat
Thich Ca.

TU ¢o s trén, c6 thé khang dinh, hinh tugng
Neak trong van hoa clia ngudi Khmer Nam Bo la
mot biéu tugng van héa dugc dinh hinh, dinh tinh,
dinh danh rd rang. Ching t6i thay rang, day la mot
bi€u tugng mang trong minh nhiéu I6p van hoa
khac nhau. Nhung nhiing I16p van héa dé co ban
hoa quyén lan nhau tao nén mét dau an dac biét

Neak 7 d4u - Anh: Téc gia

trén vung dat Nam Bo. Dé roi, trai qua lich st n6 van
cU ton tai hang ngay trong tam thuc va trong tiing
hinh thic biéu hién cu thé & nghé thuat trang tri.

Thi nhat, biéu tugng Neak mang trong minh
mau sac Ba-la-mo6n gido mot cach sau dam. Lop Ba-
la-mén gido nay dugc du nhap ti An D, tuy réng
da dan dugc thay thé bang dao Phat, nhung nhiing
gia tri ma né dé lai cho dan gian van con dé nhu
nhiing gid tri ton luu (khéng phai tan du) ma biéu
tugng Neak la mot minh ching. TU nhiing truyén
thuyét, huyén thoai nhu Ramayana r6i Khudy dong
bién sira, ngudi Khmer Nam Bé da ban dia hoa
chung thanh san pham cda riéng minh, bién no
thanh nhiing gid tri co ban trong téng thé cac gia tri
van hoéa clia ngudi Khmer Nam Bo.

Thu hai, ngusi Khmer Nam B6 la mét toc ngui
€6 mat tr lau trén vung dat Nam Bo nay, qua cac
bién c6 lich st cho dén ngay nay, ngusi Khmer Nam
B6 ludn luén la chli thé clia van hoa ban dia nai day.

Ngudi Khmer Nam B& quanh nam phai buon
trai, sinh séng dudi nhiing tan riing ngap, di chuyén
trén song rach. Trong tam thiic ctia ho, con ran luén
la mot con vat dac biét. N6 c6 thé di chuyén nhanh
chdng trén séng nudc cling nhu trén can. N la con
vat tiéu biéu cho vung séng nudc, ngap Ung nay.
Do d6, ngudi Khmer Nam B6 cho réng né la vat t6
clia minh cling la diéu tat yéu.

Thi ba, véi dao Phat, Neak luén [a mét linh vat
than thong quang dai. N6 cling c6 uy luc to I6n



trong viéc bao vé duic Phat, bdo vé dao phap. Lép
van hda nay theo chan céc nha su ciing dugc du
nhap tir An Do vao. N6 dugc ngusi dan Khmer
Nam B0 tiép thu va hoa quyén mét cach tu nhién
vao I&p van héa tin ngudng Ba-la-mén, 16p van
hoa ban dia tré thanh mot I16p van héa mang sac
thai riéng c6 cla ho.

Thu tu, trong cac hinh thai biéu hién cla van
héa phi vat thé khac thi biéu tugng Neak clng
duagc thé hién kha ro.

V&i déng bao Khmer Nam B9, lich su da dé lai
dau an dac biét khi khai hoang lap ap. Hinh tugng
con ran nhanh nhay khi luén lach trén déng nudc
ménh mong thudng xuyén khac sau vao tam tri ho.
Va, ho da phat kién vao chiéc ghe Ngo mang déng
dap cla con ran. Qua khao sat cho thay, chiéc ghe
Ngo va |& hoi dua ghe Ngo la san pham van hoa dac
thu ctia ngudi dan Khmer Nam B6. Trong phong tuc
xay nha hodc xay dung mét cong trinh 16n, nhu
chanh dién, dén, thap..., ngusi Khmer thudng c6
tam niém la phai chon dat, noi dugc cho la dat dai
cta Neak va trudéc khi vao & mot tap tuc dugc nguoi
Khmer thuc hién cho dén ngay nay, d6 la phai ciing
Krong pe li tic la ciing Neak c6 tén Pe li d€ cau xin
su binh an tir Neak. Trong |é cudi ctia ngusi Khmer,
theo phong tuc xua, ngay thu hai cda lé cudi cling
6 nghi thic 1& ciing Krong Pe |i d€ cau xin su tot
lanh va hanh phuc cho la déi. Bén canh do, vao
ngay cudi cudi cuing (ngay thi ba) c6 mét nghi thic
dé két thuc 1€, d6 1a 1é nhap phong. Theo nghi thiic
nay, khi cé dau, chd ré budc vao phong clia ¢o dau
(nghi thuc nay dugc té chic tai nha gai - ddu an
mau hé) thi c6 dau phai di trudc, chu ré cam khan
choang hay vat 4o choang di theo sau. Nghi |é nay
bat nguodn ti truyén thuyét “Pres Thon, Neang
Neak”. Trong tang &, khi ngudi than trong gia dinh
sap mat, ngudi Khmer Nam Bo phai moi cac vi su
hodc Achar Du-ky dén doc kinh Apithom dé
nguyén cho ngudi chét dugc ra di thanh than,
khong ban tam dén thé tuc va mong sém siéu sinh
vé coi Niét ban. Trong nghi 1& xuat gia dé thanh
Tang, moi ngudi goi ngudi con trai dé la Neak.
Nguoi Khmer gidi ma cac gidc mo - Khi ma thay
Neak, ngusi Khmer Nam Bo cho rang thudng dé la
diém tot, khi ma thay ran thi dé la diém khong may
man va ¢ lién quan dén tinh duc.

Ngudi Khmer Nam B6 véi nhiing I6p van héa
nhu trén da dinh hinh biéu tugng van héa cla
minh. Biéu tugng do, Neak, ludn [a mét linh vat c6
y nghia dic biét. Y thic dugc diéu d6, ho da thé

Thach Nam Phuong: Biéu tuong Neak...

hién linh vat biéu tugng nay & khap nai bang nghé
thuat tao hinh...

Nhu vay, c6 thé khang dinh, biéu tuong Neak la
mot biéu tuong tiéu biéu clia ngudi Khmer Nam Bo.
Vi két qua nhan dang va giai ma biéu tuong Neak
trong van hoéa clia ngudi Khmer Nam B nhu trén,
chiing ta thay rang, can phai cé phuong phap thich
hop dé gin gilr va phat huy nham béo tén nguyén
ven cac yéu té géc, gop phan duy tri sy théng nhat
trong da dang ctia nén van hoa Viét Nam./.
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