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VE TUC THO RAN
QUA HUYEN THOAI ONG CUT - ONG DAI
O CHAU THO SONG HONG

6 thé thay, trong than dién dan gian cla
Cngwc‘ri Viét, dng Coc/Cut - 6ng Dai la cap

than ran cd mat sém hon ca, bdi dau vét
“ran” van con hién hivu rat rd rang trong hinh
dang ciing nhw hanh trang cta cac ngai, ch
chuwa dugc nhan héa nhiéu nhw nhivng than ran
khac. Khéng nhirng thé, hinh &nh éng Cut clia
ngudi Viét con rat gan gii voi hinh anh Khu
con/thang Cut trong truyén c6 tich Mwong'. Ligu
sy “gan gii” nay c6 bat ngudn ttr viéc toc ngudi
Viét va Muwong trong lich str da tirng chi la mot
chtr chwa phai 14 hai toc ngudi khac nhau? Néu
dung nhuw vay thi nhan dinh cta chung toi vé ng
Cut - 6ng Dai 14 c&p than ran cé mat sém hon ca
trén than dién dan gian cla ngudi Viét 1a hoan
toan cé co sod.

M tip thuwdrng gap trong nhirng truyén thuyét
vé 6ng Coc/Cut - 6ng Dai & chau thd song Hong,
|a trieng nd ra rén chir khdng phai nd ra nguoi
nhw nhitng vi than ran khac, réi sau dé do mot
so' suat nao d6 ma mot con ran bi cut dudi nén
dworc goi la 6ng Cut/Céc, con lanh 1an dugc goi
la 6ng Dai. Tuy nhién, co thé chi tiét “bj cut dudi”
chi la mot di ban dé dan gian ly gidi cho viéc do
bi tat nén 6ng Cut thwdng hung dir va hay gay
hoa cho con nguwdi, béi theo GS. T Chi, dj ban
thwdng gap nhat clia truyén thuyét nay chi 1a “hai
anh em ran duoc vo chdng mot 130 ndng nudi tir
tdm bé, 1én I&n, chiém Ilinh mdt bén dd hay mot
khtc séng va tra nghia cho bd me nuéi. Cap than
ran nay duoc thd hodc tai dinh, véi tw cach 1a
nhitng than phu, canh Thanh hoang lang, hoéc
tai dén riéng”2. Nhw vay, cé thé néi, mé tip co
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ban nhéat trong dang truyén thuyét vé o6ng
Coc/Cut - dng Dai va c6 thé dung dé phan biét
véi cac vi than ran khac, d6 chinh 1a triing nd ra
rén. Va, hinh dang dé dwoc cac ngai luu gitr
trong sudt qua trinh gidng tran cia minh. Tuy
nhién, v&i trwdng hop dirc thanh Tam Giang (d6i
khi dwoc ddng nhat véi Trwong Hong - Truong
Hat), chiing t6i cho rang, phai trai qua mot thoi
gian nhéat dinh thi méi xay ra qua trinh “nhan
héa” dng Cut/Coc - 6ng Dai dé tré thanh “ngudi
anh hung cua lich si’, tirc Trwong Hong va
Trwong Hat, do trung thanh vai Triéu Viét Vwong
ma tuan tiét & nga ba Xa (xa Tam Giang, huyén
Yén Phong, tinh Bac Ninh), rdi hién linh thanh
thanh Tam Giang, dwgc thd phung doc sdng
Cau “thwong chi DuDudm, ha chi Luc Dau”. Co
thé nhin thdy s “dut gay” rat rd trong qua trinh
“phét trién” tr 6ng Coc - dng Dai cho dén dirc
thanh (Trwong) Tam Giang, bdi dén Trwong
Héng - Trwong Hat thi dau vét “rén” clia cac ngai
chi con dwoc biét dén thong qua viéc ngudi me
sinh ra “mét boc”, rdi nd ra 2 hodc 5 ngwdi con.
Day da 13 mo tip phd bién cho nhirng vi than rén
ra doi mudn hon trén than dién clia nguoi Viét
(trirng - két qua clia cudc hon phdi gitka ngudi va
r&n/rong - n& ra ngudi chlr khong phai ra ran).
Thém nira, tw twdng “trung quan &i quéc” mang
n&ng tinh chat Nho gido c6 1& chi phd bién trong
xa hoi Viét twv thoi nha Lé, nén chung t6i cho
rang, c6 thé phai dén Iic nay, vi nhirng nguyén
nhan lich s, chinh tri cu thé nao d6 ma 6ng Coc-
ong Dai m¢i dwgc “khoac” thém nhirng “lop a0’
lich stv, @& tré thanh dlrc thanh Tam Giang. Cho
dén nay, chiing t6i chuwa tim thdy mét ban than
tich hay truyén thuyét nao vé dirc thanh Tam
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Giang cho thay c6 méi “lién hé” gitra 6ng Coc -
6ng Dai va Truo’ng Héng, Trwong Hat & vung
ven séng Cau, nhung nhitng 1i truyén khau
trong dan gian [duoc cac GS. Tl Chi, Tran Quéc
Vwong... ghi lai trong cac nghién clru clia cac
ong?] déu cho dng Coc - 6ng Dai chinh 1a dirc
thanh Tam Giang. Do vay, trong diéu kién tw liéu
hién co, tam thdi chung téi chwa di sdu nghién
clru tredng hop nay.

Trén co s& cac than tich va truyén thuyét vé
6ng Cut - 6ng Dai ma chiing toi da dwoc tiép can,
c6 thé thay hinh anh cac vi than linh nay hién 1én
trong con mat dan gian twong déi dsc biét: & dia
phwong/khuc séng ndy thi cac ngai la phuc than,
nhuwng & dia phwong/khic song khac lai la thay
quéi. Tirc 14, & céc vi than nay, tinh hai mat cla
nudc dbi vai con ngudi (vira dem lai sy sbng lai
vlra gieo tai hoa) dwgc boc 16 mot cach rd rét
nhét. Hay néi mét cach khac, viéc thér phung 6ng
Coc - 6ng Dai da cho chiing ta hiéu duoc rang,
ngay tir rat sém, ngudi Viét da “nhin” thdy duoc
c& nhirng mét loi va hai ma nwéc cé thé dem lai
cho con ngudi. Va, bat ky mot s thai qua (it qua
ho&c nhiéu qua) hay khong binh thwéng nao vé
ngudn nwéc, déu sé tac dong tire thi va truc tiép
|én cudc séng cla con nguoi.

Trong tw cach la phic than, 6ng Cut - 6ng Dai
la nhitng vi than cé thé dem muwa t6i hodc ¢ khi
lai ho dé chdng lut, diéu nay phu thudc vao diéu
kién dia ly tw nhién cla ting viing dat cu thé. O
dén Chéa/Chan Lac (x& Diing Liét, huyén Yén
Phong, tinh Bac Ninh), 6ng Coc - 6ng Dai duoc
thé” & hau cung/cung cam trong hinh &nh tuong
than ran. Theo than pha con lwu tai dén va
nhirng ghi chép tir nhitng triéu dai trudc (nhw
Dai Nam nhét théng chi, Bc Ninh toan tinh dia
dwchi...), thi @n Chéa the 3 vi thy than 1a Thiy
toc Long quan, Hoang Ha doan khiét phu nhan
va Tam Giang cong chua. Theo d6, ba chua
Thanh Nwong (trc Hoang Ha doan khiét phu
nhan) la con gai mét Lac twéng cla vua Hung,
sinh séng & Chan Lac va cé cong truyén nghé
trong dau nudi tdm cho nhan dan trong viing
(Chan Lac vao thoi ba chia gdm ca 12 lang
Chda ndi chung). Ba ciing la vg cua Thay toc
Long quan/Long Vwong (ngai la mét con trai
trong boc tram trirng clia Lac Long Quéan va Au
Co, quan lanh viing dat doc séng Cau) va la me
clia Tam Giang céng chia‘. Néu can clv vao

nhirng ghi chép nay, c6 thé cho rang, vi than
dwoc thd chinh & dén Chan Lac 1a ba chua
Thanh Nwong - mét vi t nghé cia ving Chan
Lac/ké Choa xwa (theo gidi thich cla dan gian
thi sau khi Thanh Nwong qua doi, do phai kiéng
chir “Chua” - ttr ba chua - nén méi doc chéch
thanh “Chéa”) - ciing chéng va con gai clia ngai.
Nhwng chung t6i cho rang, Iy gidi theo than pha
vé nhitng vi than dwoc thd' & d&n Chéa nhw vay
thi chwa that théa dang, béi ngoai twong cla ba
cha trong hau cung/cung cam, con cé twong
ngudi ran (nlra ngudi, nira rén/rong), duoc tho
mot cach trang trong. Dan gian thi cho rang, d6
la twong clia Long Vwong va cac con clia ngai.
Nhung ciing theo ban than pha trén thi Thanh
Nuong c6 hai lan sinh: an thir nhat dwoc “mot
boc ba trirng. Nguoi nha so hai, bé vao chau,
dem xubng song, db di vao ngay 7 thang Giéng’s
va lan th hai ba sinh dwoc mdt ngudi con gai,
la Tam Giang cong chua. Sau do, than pha ciing
khéng nhéc gi tO’I ‘sb phén" cla boc ba trirng
trwéc do, nén néu cho rang, bo twong ran dé
chinh 1a Long Vwong va cac con cua ngai thi
chwa that chinh x&c (vi than pha khéng cho biét
cu thé boc ba trirng d6 cé/sé né ra ngudi hay ra
ran?). Bén canh ban than pha trén, ngudi dan &
day van lwu truyén “Truyén chda Chéa”, c6
nhirng chi tiét khac voi than pha, nhung ching
t6i cho rang, né lai “gan” hon voi sy thd cing &
dén. O truyén thuyét nay, chtia Chéa sau khi lay
vua Thiy Té da dé ra hai qua tring, sau d6 né
ra hai con ran, mot con chang may bj dirt dudi
nén goi la con Cdc. Sau khi ba chét, dan lang
thwong tiéc ngudi dan ba hai dau nudi tam hay
lam hay 1am, lai cdm déng trwdc tinh mau tt cla
me con ba, nén mai 1ap dén tho ba lam chua, vi
vay dan lang méi néi chéch “Chua” thanh
“Chéa’®. Dya vao Ioi truyén ngdn clia dan gian
nhw vay, c6 thé thay rang, nhirng vi than duoc
the & dén Chéa la ba chda va con clia ba (than
ran) la phu hop, con nhan vat dwoc than pha
dinh danh la “Tam Giang cong chua” ching toi
ngd rang, sau nay méi dwoc dwa vé thd trong
quéan thé dén (Tam Giang cong chlia dwoc they
riéng & miéu, thwong dwoc goi la miéu ba co).
Do vay, ching tdi cho rang, ban than pha da
dworc cac tri thtee Nho hoc san dinh lai trén co sé&
nhitng |61 k& dan gian - nhitng tén “chi” nhw
Théanh Nwong hay Hoang Ha doan khiét phu
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nhan..., hoac viéc khéng di sdu vao nhikng chi
tiét ma cac nha Nho thuéng cho la “hoang
dwdng” nhw “sinh ra mot boc ba trirng”... da cho
chung ta rd diéu nay - da lam cho hinh &nh cta
vi than ran bi khuét l4p di it nhiéu, nhung nhin
vao ban thd, chung ta sé hiéu dwoc ban chét clia
than linh cing nhw sw thé phung ngai & dén
(ching t6i ng® rang, nguyén thay, ngdi dén chi
thér than ran. Va, “Chéa’ |a tén clia ving dat nay
tlr thoi ¢6, nhwng sau nhikng bién thién cia thoi
gian va lich stv, do tir “Chéa” c6 thé la mét tr ¢b
da khéng con thong dung, ngudi ta khéng con
hiéu nghfia niva nén da dung ti “Chua” dé giai
thich, tr d6 mai co “nhan vat’ ba me cla than
ran chinh la ba chua va ciing dwoc tho tai dén,
dé “phu hop” véi tén dét, tén dén?). Lang Chan
Lac nay - noi toa lac dén Chéa - la trung tam cuia
viing Chéa xwa. Va, dén Choa da dong vai tro
“trung tdm tin ngwdng” cho dan cw cla ca vung.
Vay thi, ngudi Chéa da mudn “ciu xin” cac than
ran diéu gi khi dwng dén th ngai va me ngai &
noi nay? Vung Chda xwa nam trén mot dai dat
cao, ven sdng Cau, tir rat sém, cw dan & day da
phat trién nghé trong Ita nwéc va tréng dau nuodi
tdm trén nhirng bai bi [cac hién vat khao cb hoc
da chi ra rang, cach ngay nay tr 2800 ndm dén
2500 ndm, nguoi Viét ¢b da tu cw dong dic &
day’]. V&i cw dan tréng lua nwoc lai tu cu &
nhirng dai d4t cao ven séng, wé'c mong I&n nhat
clia ho sé ludn 1a d nwédc cho cay lua. Tuy than
pha va nhirng truyén thuyét con lwu truyén trong
dan gian khéng nhéc truc tiép téi khd nang lam
ra mwa cla than, nhung bang vao sy ghi nhan
trong céc thu tich c&8 va Pai Nam nhét thdng chi:
“hé& g&p ndm han han cau dao déu duwoc mua’,
chung ta da hiéu dwoc vai tro clia cac ngai trong
ddi séng tam linh cla cw dan sé tai. Cling giéng
nhw lang Chan Lac, ngwdi dan céc lang Pai Tw,
Cat Pong, Kim Bai (déu thudc Ha Tay cii) sdng
& ven song Day, v&i nghé trdng lua va trong dau
nudi tam da the' 6ng Coc - dng Dai lam phuic than
cho cong déng minh. &' viing d4t nay, 6ng Coc -
6ng Dai, ma tén chir la Thién Quan va Ngi Lbi,
da thé hién vai trd ctia minh trong viéc “di gap
vua Thay T&, c6 101 néi gitip, @& vua ban nwéc
cho dan lang ta thoat nan™. Sau sy ra di vinh
vién clia di rén - cing |a dé tra nghia cho bd me
nudi - mwa nhu trit nwéc, cdy cdi va con nguoi
déu hdi sinh, dan lang téng Phwong Trung,

huyén Thanh QOai xwa da lap miéu thd doi ran. H.

T do tro di, mé&i khi han han, ngudi ta déu téi
day cau dao va ludn duoc (ng nghiém?™. C4 thé
thay réng, dén day hinh dung cla dan gian vé
“vai trd” clia 6ng Coc - 6ng Dai da twong dbi rd
rang: do la nhirng linh vat thudc thé gii thay toc,
c6 thé “xin” vua Thay Té ban nwéc/muwa cho tran
gian, hodc cling chinh cac ngai da “hy sinh” than
minh d& mang mua dén (theo I&i dan clia bd
nudi, doi ran da tlr biét bd me nudi dé ra di va
khong bao gio “tré vé&” véi bd me nudi duoc
nira). Nhwng quyén nang clia dng Coc - ong Dai
khéng chi dirng lai & viéc “dem muwa dén” cho
con nguwdi, ma con thé hién & kha nang “hod dé
chdng lut’, gianh lai mang sbng va cla cai cho
con nguoi tr dong nwée dik. Xa Van Xa xua
(nay phan I&n d4t dai thudc vé thon Van X4, xa
Dirc Ly, huyén Ly Nhan, tinh Ha Nam) ndm &
gan dé song Hong, tuy toan bd dat canh tac cla
x& déu ndm kha sau trong d&, nhwng ¢ 18 trong
lich st, nhirng tran v& dé ciing d4 dé lai nhirng
hau qua khéng nhé cho ngwdi dan noi day. Béi
vay “nhi vi Thiy Té Long Vwong” - nhitng vi phuc
than clia ngwdi Van Xa mang hinh dang clia mot
do6i bach xa, c6 tén huy la Cau Mang huynh va
Céu Mang dé, da dung than minh chan ngang
khuc dé v&, ngan dong nwéc chay, nho vay ma
dan phu han lai dwgc doan dé bi vo". Khong chi
duoc the & Van Xa, nhi vi Thiy Té Long Vwong
con duoc the & mot sb noi khac trong tinh Ha
Nam, nhw x& Van An (nay la thén Van Téng, x&
Béc Ly, huyén Ly Nhan), x4 Van Lam (nay la
thon Van Lam 1 va Van Lam 2, xa Liém Tiét,
huyén Thanh Liém)... cling v&i y nghia |4 than
‘hd dé” nhw & Van Xa.

Hinh twgng 6ng Dai - 6ng Coc dai dién cho
thay quai c6 |é tap trung ro rét nhat trong sy
phung tho' quan Ién Tuan Tranh, dén géc tai thén
Tranh Xuyén (x4 Déng Tam, huyén Ninh Giang,
tinh Hai Dwong). Theo than tich va nhikng truyén
thuyét & dia phwong, “quan I&n Tuan Tranh” la
thdy than, cé mét trén dwong thé trong hinh hai
clia mét ddi ran (6ng Coc - 6ng Dai), luc méi né
dwoc hai 6ng ba “da ngoai t tudn ma chwa co
con” nudi dwdng, nhuwng sau d6 do sy pha
phach cla déi ran véi ngwdi dan trong ving
(nhw an trém ga, quan dao céc ao hd lam cho
lang x6m khong dwoc yén...) ma éng gia phai
tha ran xudng séng. Khuic séng tt khi cé doi ran
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béng ndi séng to, gi6 Ién, thuyén bé qua lai hay
bi dam, khién dan lang phai lap miéu tho goi 1a
miéu 6ng Coc, 6ng Dai. Sau do, thly than bj vua
Thay Té day ra khic séng Tranh, noi day lai tré
thanh néi khiép so clia nhirng thuyén bé méi khi
¢6 dip qua lai: nwdc xody, song to, gio Ién lubn
rinh rap, dan lang Tranh lai phai 1ap dén tho
cing'2. Twong truyén, nguyén thiy ngdi dén
duoc dyng gan bén do Tranh xwa, sau do séng
Tranh d6i dong, nén dén phai doi vao vi tri nhw
hién nay (?). Nhin vao vj tri ciia ngéi dén, ciing
nhw d&c diém cla khuc séng Tranh khi xwa (1a
doan séng dir, cd viing nwdc xody, dé gay nguy
hiém cho thuyén bé qua lai), co thé hiéu
duoc/thay rang, & day, ong Coc - 6ng Dai da
dwoc tho phung trong tw cach la thay quai, dai
dién cho nhirng hiém hoa ma séng nwéc cé thé
gay ra cho con ngudi. Ping trvdc nhitng hiém
hoa nay, trong diéu kién cta minh, nguoi Viét
xwa da tim dwoc mot cach (rng x&r v& mat tam
linh, ma ho cho la t6i wu nhét: lam “yén long” thay
quai bang thai do ton trong, kinh s va dang I&
vat. Ngoi dén thd quan I&n Tuan Tranh & Ky
Cung (Lang Son) cling ¢ vi tri twong tw nhw &
dén Tranh - Hai Dwong (ciing & canh b& séng
c6 vling nwéc div), da cho thay kha rd rang quan
niém clia ngudi xwa. Sy thd phung nay da thé
hién mot thé ng x&r cla nguoi Viét dbi véi
nwéc: mudn hoa hoan, thu phuc chi» khéng
mudn déi dau. Ciing co tw liéu (ca truyén ngdn
dan gian va thu tich) cho réng, quan lén Tuan
Tranh chinh 1& Hwng V6 Vuong Tran Quéc
Nghién (con trai trwdng clia Tran Hung Dao).
Chung tdi cho rang, cé thé day chi 1a hién twong
hoi nhap va lich st héa than ran cla dan gian
sau nay, khi ma dén tho 6ng Coc - 6ng Dai da
“ngw tri” vibng chai & bén do Tranh va trong tam
linh cw dan trong vung.

Tin ngwdng the dng Cut - 6ng Dai thwe chét
la sw thé hién long kinh so clia con ngudi trwdc
strc manh khon lwdng cla cac dong séng/nwéc
séng, ddng thoi cling chirng té rang, tw rat sém,

toc ngudi Viét da “nhin” théy dwoc ca nhirtng mat
loi va hai ma nwée cé thé dem lai cho con ngudi.
Chung t6i cho rang, nguyén thiy éng Coc - 6ng
Dai la sw thiéng hoa nhitng khuc séng, bén do
cu thé, dwgc hinh twong bang con ran - con vat
dai dién pho bién cho thé gi¢i nwéc. Sau nay, do
¢6 sw can thiép cla gi¢i Nho si vao ddi song tin
ngwdng dan gian (san dinh lai cac than tich), ma
su tich vé cac ngai dwgc gan cho nhirng nién
dai twong doi cu thé (nhw vao doi vua Ly Thai
To hay vua Lé Canh Hung...) - dé tang tinh “xac
thuc” - nhwng thuce ra, viéc tho ran phai ra doi twe
trwdc nhirng nién dai cé thye trén cac ban than
tich ma hién nay chung ta da biét./.
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V6 Hoang Lan: On the Worship of Snake in the Myth of Ong Cut (Mr. Curtail) - Ong Dai (Mr.

Length) in the Red River Delta

This is a snake couple to symbolise water and river, and it appeared very early in god palaces of Viet
people. These two gods show two characteristics of water: in some areas, they are good gods but in other
areas, they are water monsters. The worship of Ong Cut and Ong Dai is to reveal that Viet people did “find”
the both benefit and suffer from water to human being.



