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THAT LUONG - BIEU TUQNG QUOC GIA
CUA PAT NUOC LAO

Theravada khac & khu vic Dong Nam A, nhu

Mianmar, Thai Lan va Campuchia, da tU lau,
dat nudc Lao dugc ménh danh la x chua thap.
Nhiéu ng6i chlia thap thd Phat trén khdp dat nuéc
da trd thanh nhimng di san van héa tiéu biéu cla
ngudi Lao. Va, néi bat nhat va tiéu bi€u nhat trong
nhing di san nghé thuat kién tric Phat gido dé la
That Lu6ng & thi d6 Viéng Chan, mot ngoi thap da
trd thanh biéu tugng cho ca déat nudc Lao. Khong
phai ngau nhién ma hinh anh That Luéng dugc in
trén nhiing dong tién gidy va trén quéc huy cla
nha nudc Cong hoa Dan chl nhan dan Lao.

Vi nhiing ly do cong viéc, téi da dugc mot vai
lan sang cong tac 6 Lao va dugc dén That Ludng.
Va, ct méi lan dugc dén tham lai That Ludng, la
mot 1an t6i nhan thém ra nhing nét dep riéng
cling nhu vi tri quan trong doi véi ngudi dan Lao
clia cong trinh kién tric Phat gido nay. Gan day
nhat, vao nam 2010, trong mét lan cing mét sé
nha nghién ctu quen biét nguai Lao dén day, toi
con nhén thady ca bon hanh lang lgp ngéi duéi
chan That Luéng la noi cat gitt hang tram pho
tugng Phét ¢6 16n nhod bang dong dugc dua tur
nhiéu nai vé. Theo quan sat budc dau cda toi, That
Ludng thuc su la mot bao tang vé tugng Phat cd
clia Lao. Rat tiéc I, cho dén nay kho bau tugng
Phat nay cda That Luéng van chua dugc nghién
cUu va gidi thiéu rong rdi. Do vay, xung quanh That
Luéng, c6 rat nhiéu diéu ly thi. Thé nhung, trong
bai viét nay, chling t6i chi muon tap trung phan
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tich va gidi thiéu maot s6 nét dac trung tiéu biéu
mang tinh biéu tugng clia ngdi thap ma théi.
Truyén thuyét cla ngudi Lao ké lai rang, vao
nam 326 trugc Cong nguyén, nam vij su ngudi Lao
da tu dat hanh Alahan & An D6 1a Pha Mahs Lat-
tangthéla, Pha Mah3 Chumla Lattangthéla, Pha
Maha Xuvannapa Xathatthéla, Pha Maha Chunla
Xuvannapa Xathathéla va Pha Maha Xangkha
Vixathéla dem vé Lao mot mau xuong thanh tich
cla Buc Phat. Nam nha su t6i mudng Viéng Chan
va thuyét phuc Chau mudng la Chamthabuli Paxit-
thixac cho dung That Luéng (ng6i thap 16n) dé cat
gilr xa li Phat. Chgu mudng Viéng Chan vui suéng
nhan 16i va cho dung |én ngdi thap Pai Phat tich'.
Chac hén day chi la mot truyén thuyét dugc ngudi
Lao sang tao ra dé ton vinh thém cho tda thap Phat
gido linh thiéng va quan trong bac nhat nay cla dat
nudc minh. Con lich st thuc su cGa That Ludng chi
bat dau tU sau gila thé ky XVI, dudi triéu vua
Xéthathilat (1548 - 1571) ctia nha nudc Lan Xang.
St sach chép rang, vao nam 1563, sau khi gianh
dugc mot loat chién thang quan su trong cudc
khang chién chéng quéan xam lugc Mién Dién (Mi-
anmar) 6 Hatsoi, Pakhui, Mudng Xén, vua
Xéthathilat, vi nhitng ly do chién lugc, da cho doi
d6 tir Luéng Phabang vé mudng Viéng Chan. Tai
day, 6ng cho xay dung thanh tri, 1au dai va cung
dién. Va, vao ndm 1566, vua Xéthathilat cho dung
That Ludng trén mot ngdi chuia i cach trung tam
Viéng Chén ching 2 km. Cac tai liéu lich st cho biét,
toa That Ludng con tiép tuc tén tai cing ngdi chua
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cho dén khi bi quan doi clia nudc Xiém pha hlly vao
nam 1828. Tir d6, ngoi thap Ién cla nudc Lao tra
nén hoang phé va bi“bd quén” cho dén tan dau thé
ky XX, khi ngudi Phap tién hanh tu bé lai cong trinh
kién tric quan trong nay theo ban vé chi tiét ma
kién trdc su Louis Delaporte da ghi lai duoc vao
nam 1867. Thé nhung, lan tu bé nay khéng thanh
cong. Vi vay, dén nam 1930, ngudi Phap da phai tu
bé lai That Luéng lan thd hai. Va, vao nam 1911,
trong khi nghién cdu That Luéng, nha khoa hoc
ngudi Phap, dng Henri Parmentier da phat hién ra
khoi cong chinh ctia ng6i thap da chum lén va che
ldp mét kién truc c6 hon (c6 thé clia ngdi chuia ci
ma That Luéng dugc xay de 1én) bén dudi2.

That Luéng hién nay la kién truc trung tdm cla
chua That Luéng va la mot trong nhimg ngdi thap
Phat gido I6n nhat & Lao (chan thap hinh vuéng,
moi canh dai 90 mét; thap cao 45 mét). Trung tam
clia thap la mot khoi I6n uy nghi va trang nha, vuon
cao nhu moét mai tén. Dé clia khéi trung tam la mot
dai sen hinh vuéng dang n& tung nhiing cdnh vang
ra bon phia. Trén dai sen la khoi bé cao c6 binh doé
vudng va co cau tric kha phuc tap: chan bé la
nhiing nac vudng, cang lén cao cang nho dan lai,
dé r6i phinh ra & trén thanh mét go néi I6n; tir go
ndi nay, n& ra mot khéi hinh qué bau vuéng, gém
bén mét phang 16n, thon dai va that dan lai thanh
miéng qua bau & phia trén. Miéng qua bau d& mot
hinh thap nho, c6 dinh cao nhon. Toan b6 khoi
trung tam dugc td mau vang ruc rd. Truyén thuyét
néi rang, xua kia, dinh That Luéng dugc dat bang ca
nghin can vang la.

Phan dinh thap mau vang dugc dung trén mot
khoi nén 16n, viing chai, cé hinh gan nhu ban cau.
Khéi nay cling ¢é binh d6 vudng va c6 bén mat
cong gap lai va nhé dan vé phia dinh dé thanh hinh
béan cau. Khéi hinh cong d6 dugc trat viia phang 1y,
tron nhan va dugc quét voi trang xda (gan day da
dugc t6 thanh mau vang). Quanh chan cta khéi
ban cau Ién, vudng va cong do, la 30 ngon that
(thap) nho mau vang, ¢ hinh dang gan giéng nhu
khéi dinh thap Ién & trung tdm. Nhing that nhd
mau vang nay dugc dung trén cac bé hinh chop c6
bén canh mau trang. Tuy kich thudc cac that nhd
déu gan nhu bang nhau, nhung bon céi bé ctia bén
ngon thap & bén goc lai cao hon, nén bén ngon
thap gdc c6 nho cao han céc thap khac ding bén
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canh. G mét chinh cta 30 that nho, ¢ ghi 30 cau
balamat (paramita) clia Phat gido bang chr Tham-
Pali (chir Lao c6): Thala parami, Thala upaparami,
Thala parapalami, Neckhamma palami, Neck-
hamma upalamani, Neckhamma palamat tha-
palami, Bannha palami, Bannha upapalami, Bannha
palamat thapalami, Vilinha palami, Vilinha upa-
palami, Vilinha pamat thalapali, Khanti palami,
Khanti upalami, Khanti palamat thapalami, Satcha
palami, Satcha upapalami, Satcha palamat thami,
Athithana palami, Athithana upapalami, Athithana
palamat thapalami, Metta palami, Metta upa-
palami, Metta Palamat thapalami, Upekkha parami,
Upekkha upaparami, Upekkha palamat thaparami.
Nhu chung t6i da phan tich va nhan xét trong mot
bai viét vao ndm 1990, ba muoi cau bang chir
Tham-Pali trén That Ludng la nhiing cach dién dat
10 hanh balamat cCia Phat gido Tiéu thiia. Theo cac
kinh sach ctia Phat gido Tiéu thtra, 10 hanh do la:
Dana (chit Tham-Pali: Thala) - B6 thi, Sila (Athitha) -
Tri giGi, Nekkhamma (Nekhamma) - Xuat gia, Panna
(Bannha) - Tri tué, Viriya (Vilinha) - Tinh tan, Khanti
(Khanti) - Nhan nai, Sacca (Sacha) - Chan that, Ad-
hithana (Athithana) - Quyét dinh, Metta (Metta) -
Tam tUr, Upekkha (Upekkha) - Tam xa. Do d6, c6 thé
dich cac cau Tham-Pali & That Luéng ra tiéng Viét:
B6 thi, bo thi nlia, bé thi hét long; Tri gidi, tri gidi
nira, tri giGi hét long.. .2,

Céc thap nhé mau vang, khéi 16n hinh ban cau
va dinh nhon hinh qua bau tao thanh khoi trung
tam cla That Lu6ng. Khéi trung tam nay that I6n va
6 binh d6 gan vuéng (mat Nam dai 54,26 mét, mat
Dong - 52 mét, mat Bac - 54,62 mét va mat Tay -
52,58 mét). Chay quanh cac thap nho la 16i héilang
vuong, 16 thién va kha réng, cé lan can cao bao phia
ngoai. Tai bon gdc clia lan can, c6 bén ngoi thap
nhon nho cao. Trong khi d6, doc theo bén day lan
can, nhap nhé 228 hinh nhiing chiéc la dé nhon
dau. O gitta méi chiéc la dé, co mot 6 kham nhd
chdra mét tuong Phat diing, nho, bang dat nung.
Tai chinh gilta méi mit lan can, déu c6 tré ramot 6
lam ctfa. Clra hinh canh cung va dugc trang tri 6
trén dinh bang hinh thap nhon. Trong bén clra, clia
phia Bong la clra gid, con ba clra kia c6 cac bac
thang dan xuéng khu héi lang bén dudi.

Héi lang tiép theo & phia dudi rong hon va co
hai bac. Nhu héi lang phia trén, hoi lang bén dudi



56 3 (44) - 2012 - V&n hda nudc ngoai

That Luing - Anh: hittp://www.tuyengiao.vn/

cling dugc bao quanh bang mét lan can c6 bén
thap nhon cao & bon gdc va cac hinh |4 nhon chay
doc phia trén. Trén bén mat chinh cta day lan can
bén dudi, c6 bén chiéc c6ng I6n, dugc lam nhu
bon ngéi dén nhd, véi bd mai nhon lgp ngdi hai
|&p. M&i cdng déu c6 day cau thang, dugc trang
tri hai bén bang hai tay vin hinh thay quéi Macara
hay hinh ran Naga. Khu san bén duéi rong va tao
thanh day hoi lang I6n 16 thién. Quanh san duoc
bao kin bang bon day hanh lang réng, c6 mai lop
ngdi theo kiéu Trung Quéc va c6 bén cbng ra vao
& chinh gilra b6n mat. Buic tudng bao quanh bén
ngoai cac hanh lang Igp ngoi la gidi han ngoai
cung ngan cach ngdi thap 16n véi khéng gian
xung quanh bén ngoai.

Nhu vay, vé cdu tric, That Ludng la mot khéi
kién trac hinh kim ty thap, ma ba day hoi lang tao
thanh ba béac chinh. Con, vé biéu tugng, thi, nhu
nhiéu ngdi thap Phat gido I6n khac clia Phat gido
Tiéu thira, That Ludng la hinh &nh biéu tugng cho
nui va try Meru: dinh trung tam cda thap la dinh

than san Meru, cac thap nho bao quanh trén céac
goc lan can la cac vong nui, cac tay vin tam cap
hinh thdy quéi Macara va ran Naga la biéu trung
cho nudc ctia dai duong v tru. .. Hinh anh than ndi
Meru d6 cling la hinh anh vé c6i Niét ban ma céac
nha su cta Phat gido Tiéu thia thudng mudng
tugng ra trong khi thién dinh.

Tuy bat nguén tir md hinh An Do, nhung céc
thap Phat gido clia Dong Nam A thoi xua thudng
cu thé hda nhu mét qud nui linh thiéng. Dai véi
cac tin d6 binh thudng, thap la qua nui vang ruc
r&, phat toa ra nhitng diéu tét lanh va goi ra trong
ho mét chi hudng di téi diéu thién ma Duc Phat
da day. Con d6i v6i cac nha su uyén bac kinh
sach, thap than ndi Meru ma cu thé 1a nui Hi-
malaya v&i vgi quanh nam tuyét phd va ruc anh
mat trdi la noi tu hanh ly tudng clia cdc Phat tu
nhiét thanh. D6i véi ho, thap Phat con la hinh anh
goi 1én cac nang lugng cudng nhiét (teja) nhu
ngon I(ra cda su thién dinh, ma, theo quan niém
clia cac tin d6 Phat gido Tiéu thia, chi bang tu
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hanh nhiét tam, ho méi dat dugc chinh qud, méi
nhap dugc coi Niét ban.

Nhu nhitng ng6i thap I6n cla Mianmar, nhu
Lokalanda, Schwe Sandaw, Schwe Dagon..., hinh
anh ndi than Meru ctia That Luéng hién ra cling that
uy nghi va ggi cdm manh mé. Nhing dinh vang
nhap nho via ruc rd choéi chang nhu néng, visa ruc
lén nhu nhitng ngon Itta. Nhimng anh néng, nhing
ngon la ryc r& dé rang r& choéi loa bén trén mau
trang phau nhu tuyét (nay da dugc phi mau vang)
cta khéi bé Ién hinh ban cau bén dudi. Va, ciing
nhu mo hinh truyén thong clia cac ngoi thap Phat
gido nguyén thay, That Luéng con la hinh anh thé
hién dudi dang nui quan niém vé tu hanh va dac
dao clia Phat gido Tiéu thuia. Cac nha su Phat gido
Tiéu thira cho rang, Niét ban la sy giai thoat khoi ba
loai khé la dukha-dukhata (khé do nhimng nguyén
nhan tam ly hay vat ly), samakara-dukhata (khd vi
phai séng chét) va viparinama-dukhata (khé vi thay
d6i tur lac tho thanh khé tho) gén lién vdi ba gidi
(kamadhatu - duc gidi, rupadhatu - sac gidi va aru-
padhatu - vo sac gidi) dé dat t6i trang thai vo tudng
(animitta), tdic Niét ban va vugt ra ngoai ba gidi téi
siéu thé gidi (arapiyapanna hay lokuttara). Theo
quan niém cutia Phat gido Tiéu thifa, chi c6 mot Phat
duy nhat va nhiing nha tu hanh chi ching duoc
qua Alahan 1a tot bac. Va, dé ching dugc qua
Alahan, cac nha tu hanh phai thuc hanh 10 balamat.

C6 thé dé dang nhan ra & That Lung hinh anh
Phat qua & phan dinh thap cao, thon tha hinh qua
bau va hinh anh Alahan qua & cac ngéi thap nho
6 ghi cac balamat. Tat ca cac thap nhé va dinh
thap 16n & That Ludng déu c6 hinh thu gan nhu
nhau va déu mau vang ruc ré. Chi khac 13, dinh thap
chinh chi ¢ mot va cé kich thudc 16n hon. Bén
ngoai khu trung tam la ba béac héi lang vuéng, ké
ti€p nhau tU thap 1én cao. R6 rang 3, nhu & nhiéu
ngdi thap I&n khac trong khu vuc Phat gido Tiéu
thira 8 Dong Nam A, ba tang héi lang vuéng cua
That Luéng la hinh anh ctia tam gi6i (duc, sdc va vo
s&c gidi), con khéi trung tam chinh la siéu thé gidi
(apariyapanna hay lokuttara).

Mb hinh ctia That Ludng hién nhién la mé hinh
thap Phat gido c6 nguén géc & An Do. Khong chi
cau tric gom ba phan ma ngay khoi than hinh ban
cau cta That Luéng phan nao gailai hinh dang cla
thap Sanchi ctia An Do. Thé nhung, hinh dang vut
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cao nhu mai tén cla dinh That Luéng lai phang
phat bong dang ctia cac ngoi thap Phat gido truyén
thong clia ngudi Thai va clia ngudi Mién lang giéng
cling theo Phat gido Tiéu thiia. Ngoai ra, con c6 thé
nhan thdy mét vai yéu t6 clia cac thap Mién & That
Ludng, nhu chan thap dugc tao bdi nhiing vong
héi lang vudng hinh kim tu thap, cach trang tri
nhing thap nho bao quanh khai thap trung tam.
Réi thi, cac hanh lang c6 mai lgp ngdi bén dudi
dugc lam theo kiéu Trung Quéc...

Thé nhung, that la ky, nhiing yéu té it nhiéu c6
nguon gdc tir bén ngoai trén lai két hgp véi nhau &
That Luéng mot cach that hgp Iy va hai hoa dé tao
ra mot kién tric thap Phat gido clia riéng Lao chur
khong hé giong vai bat ky mot ngéi thap Phat giao
nao khac trong khu vuc Péng Nam A. Mac dau
mang cau trlc chung theo kiéu hinh thap nhiéu
bac nhu cac thap Mién, nhung cac héi lang clia
That Luéng réng han va ¢6 chiéu cao viia phai.
Thén hinh béan cau cta That Luéng cling kha 16n,
nhung lai khéng vuon cao Ién thanh nhiing hinh
qua chuéng I6n nhu 6 Mianmar va Thai Lan, ma lai
choai rong ra dé lam nén cho khéi dinh théap cao
I6n bén trén. C6 |& dac trung Lao nhat & That Ludng
la phan dinh thap. Toan b phan dinh thap ctia That
Lubng gan nhu tré thanh khéi kién tric trung tam
va quan trong nhat clia toan b6 ngdi thap chi
khong chila mot dinh thap nhu & cac toa thap Phat
gido cia Thai Lan, Mianmar... Hon thé nifa, binh d6
vuong va cac khoi hinh hoc manh mé rat dac biét
clia cac thanh phan tao nén dinh thap da tao cho
That Luéng c6 mot dang vé trang trong, uy nghi va
thanh thoat hiém cé. Khéng phai ngau nhién, ma,
€6 nha nghién ctu da phai thot 1én: “Trong s6 tat
ca cac cong trinh kién trdc bang vat liéu bén truyén
théng clia nudc Lao hién con, That Luéng & Viéng
Chan la dep nhat va ly tha nhat™.
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